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• The Roundtable was designed from the time it began in 1986 as a way to create
community and a sense of common purpose in the folk arts field, creating and
reinforcing networks in the field.  Collaborative projects have often developed as a
result of encounters at the Roundtable.  It was held until 2001 at the Hotel Syracuse,
and, since 2003, at the Sherwood Inn in Skaneateles.  The Roundtable is organized
by the Folk Arts Program of NYSCA and the Cultural Resources Council of Syracuse
and Onondaga County, with the latter organization handling all logistical and
operational dimensions.

• It consists of both small group sessions around a table and sessions involving all
participants.  The small group sessions involve every participant discussing one of
their own current and recently completed projects, highlighting their successful as
well as problematic dimensions, in a mutually supportive and self-critical fashion.

• The sessions involving all participants at the same time, which occur in a big circle,
include brief updates about upcoming events of each participant, instant evaluations
at the end of the meeting, planning discussions for the next year’s Roundtable, and
plenary sessions on themes that preferably inform the presentations in the small
group sessions.  Plenary session topics have included such themes as folk arts in
education, marketing, academic and presentational issues in narrative with
presentations by actual traditional storytellers, and documentation practices –
including practica on photography, and audio recording.

• This year, for the first time, there was a presentation with designated respondents
representing different sectors and generations in the field.  The presentation this
year was a retrospective view of the folk arts field and the NYSCA Folk Arts
Program’s relationship to the field, on the occasion of the 20th Roundtable, and 20th
anniversary of the establishment of the Folk Arts Program.
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• Members of the folk arts field, especially Roundtable participants, have been actively
involved with informing elected officials of activities about the work of their programs
and organizations, inviting them to events, and meeting with them to underscore the
importance of NYSCA funding.

• At convenings like the Roundtable, it is important to avoid dominance of
conventional topics of arts administration, like fundraising, administration and
governance.  There needs to be presentation by artists, and discussion of
substantive issues in the field.


